Temoved, | 


little child which st were. 36 


betrerfor him that amil-ftone Were hanged abont his 
the depth of the feds 
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Eveivin ifome ‘Pawpilets to be fent ‘abroad, | 
again(t Baptizing of Infants to corrupt rhe peo» 
pleyl thoughe my duty to the Church of God,to 
publi/b this (bore difcourfe ( which came to my @ 
hands ) ive |fome.check iSticall 
trince the truth in this comroverfie ; confider thou ferioufly 
what is faid-imit, and oe eftablifbed in che prefent Truth, and 
‘not carried off from thy with wind of Do- 
Ebrine : thy feife to be and nor flight chaffe 


Farewell. 
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INFANTS BAPTIZING 


© any of my thoughts) and meditations 
by occafion of tome debate. I\had wich fore Mimnfters Preverencud,and of 
aLercerfentunto me. by oneof them, J addrefled aty-felfe co Ter downe 
inwriting, folutions and:arifwers to thofe things which l-perceived:to 


| 
| i] 


ftrange and dangerous fpréadine of 
WAY the old: Error of the Anabaprifts ; ‘That children not 
P24 to be baptized, which in all ages of the Church under the 


Onfidering the prefent 


ftirred; ands now againe revived and preffed by the -wor- 


my felfe till 1 had fearched into, firft, the title and claime of Infants.unto 
this ordinance of Baptifinejand then imto.che barrs and pretences brought 
againtt ix; and findittg ithe claime of Intancy tobe by the Scriptures {trong 


was at reft and ferled in the truth and juftice of the conftant and generall 
practifes of all che Churches in ir, and did nor fo muchas think of making 
ing thefe things legible, cill 


ftick with them, whereby .it comes to pafle, thar in chis fi ing dif> 
siete, ee iS no methodicall handling of che controvertie ‘(as ic well de, 
ferves) but the {tating of ithe queftion ‘and proofe of Infants baprifine, 
reels as the objections acainkt And whereas 


‘one bafis upon whieh: the Infants right is founded, is (ugg efted by the 


y 


4 { 
~ 
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fis to be a promife proper to: Abraham, and not tocxcend co-all pros 


felfors of the Golpeliynor eo any of chem : I begin wich that, namely, | 


pity, be she Ged of of 
His is adouble Péomite: Firlt, willbe the God of Scoondly, 
of Abrahams, butis common tocvery 
a branch of the new Covenanr, 


Gofpell hath been condemned; whenfoever it hath beene 


kines of Satan, who. hath prevailed to the infection of 
» many therewith even among thofe that prerend unto holinefle, and have 
® obtained a good degree inthe Church of God ; I could not be fatisfiedin. 


and cleere; andthe: baretrics raifed againft x weakeand flight, my fpirit 
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Infants Baptizing proved lawfull by the Scriptures. 

-The fecond»being the fame Promife, fignifying and carrying init the 

fame things, and in cermes the fame, only varying the fubject, extended to 

feed, bis\/eed, as velaged wo him, anult be of ‘36 as the firlt, and 

common to every beleever with e4éraham : :and this is plaine and mani- 
feit’by the maticall contruction of ris Promife. 

Secondly, It is farther evidenced, by comparing this with other Scrip. 


ures, Dewt.28.4, The righteous be bitffed the fruit of their bo- 


dies : avhere bleflednefle is proimifed to their feed as theirs, in reference 
tothem. . .Demt. 30.236. God promifes to the crue penitent, to cir- 
cumcife their heart, aud the hearcot their feed, to lovehim, 44 3, 
will-powre ont my Spirit upon thy feed; and my blefingwpon shy offs 
Spring, Ifasg.2a. My Spyitand my: words fhall nor depart ourof thy 
mouth, nor out-of che mouth of thy feed; mor of thy feeds feed for ever, 
Mat.19.14, and Lxk.18.16. Jelus Chrilt declares his mind concerning 
rhe children of the members of the Church, he would have them brought 
to him, he blefles chem and faith, thatiofthem is che Kingdomeof God; 


2.391, The Apoftlessépeaking to converted J ewes and Gentiles, pe- 


nitent beicevers, afarmeéth, shet the Promifcs belong to chem: and co their 
Thirdly, That the faid -Promifes were no-peéculiirs of Abraham, ap- 


 pearesby that of che Apoftle, Gal.3.16. cthac thePromifes made 


brabam, Were madeto Chrift, co Abrabam as mterefled in him, 
in whom “Aby abigne and all the natigns of thecarth are blefled. All pro- 
mifes- of grace aremade to Chrift,and to Abraham, -and co beleevers un- 
der the Gofpelhin ham, -in refpectof our ingereftin-him. In him are the 
promifesyea and Amen unto us. Abraham was ananteceflor in the faith, 
whofe fteps chefaithtulltollow;2 22 but nesther tather-of our per- 
fons nor of our faith. Ged honoured lim tole the tirkt-co-whom this pro- 
mile was exprefly made ( after chefame made chebeginning to Jefus 
Chriftthe {ced-of the woman ) and:fo he wag a father, and not orherwile, 
more then any other beleever. There was alfognocher {peciality in rhisPro- 
mife to him, thar of his naturall feed fhould proceed a people thar fhould 
have the honour, till Chrift came, to be the only vifible\Church on earth ; 
but the Scriptures make this rather a peculiar of Y/aack,, themof Abra 
bam, and made to him in J/aack , and not génerally, “Gex.17.19. Rom. 
9.7. The Promifeto Abrabam comprehended Jmael alto, whereupon 
the feale of it was given to him by Gods appointment ; cleercly.declari 
the extent of that Promife co all an the vilible Church, and io 
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‘Infants Baptizing proved lam full by the Scriptures, 


to till for his mocking of by-which he forfeited it)he was 
-'“Fourthly, Another thing’ manifefts chis truth, namcly that God gave 
‘Abraham the feale of the Promife, not as Abraham,nor as 4 jew, bur for 
§ and in refpect of the righteoufnefle of faith he had before circumcifion 
§ infticuced, in ‘his uncircumeifion : by that it appeared he was in Chrift, 
capable of the Promife,and intituled unto it : and this is common to hri 
ftians of the uncircHmcilion as Well 2s to e-braham that received circus 
| Fitthly, This turther appeares by the thing contained im this Promife, 
_ & namcly, the appropriation of God to beleevers by a free Covenant of pe- |: (i 
tulitr grace above and beforeothers, and this grace, -( as believing is 


ther ourward, tor and concerning vifible Church priviledges to be mem- 
* Thews- | | 


©) bers of the vifible Church, pagtakers of Baptifme *,¢c. or inwardand ¢ Church 


incerely {pirituall, which true Saints in whom. the new creature is called 
Bformed have Covenant-right unto Cleerely all the macurall feed of 


Abrabam while they dontinued members of the vifible Church and were 
Kingdoms 


Bot excommunicate, had Covenant-right to Church-priviledges tor them 
and cheir children, and though fome et them-had-noc crue faith and fo 
tained not anintereft in theanvifible grace of the Covenant, yet thatun- | 
beliefe made not the Covenant and faith of God without effect, Rom.3.1, | 
2,3. So under Golpell ; eadem ratio,idem de fimilibus | 
idem eft judiciume. | | 
«And laftly, This is farther evinced by the whole tenour of the Serip- 

9 tures in the *.contrary, which is the portion of the wicked and of their 2 (=rer> 

9 chidren chat are notin the Covenant of grace, or being once within the 7760" 

§ oucward and -vifible grace thereof, deprive themfelves thereof by becom- i 
ming degenerate and prophane, and are therefore excommunicate, 
The cnrie is alway es excended to-cheir feede as well as tothem, Dewr.28, 

18. Excd.30.5. aixd though this be ner executed upon all their feed, burt 

that free election -manifelted by their regeneration -reftores them to be 

veffels of mercy, “yet chat makes not che curfe of God of noeffect, neither 

doth ithe gerierall revealed will, hinder the operation of the tecret free 

grace of Gods election, or of reprobanion. 

Abrahams teed, Rom.4.16. is-diftinguifhed into the feed which is of 
the Law, and the deed whichis-of faith ; and neither excluded, but both 


included within the Promile. And Rem.g.6. thedifltinction is betweene 


the naturatand-che {piricuall feed, amcng the naturall as well as 
| 3 al 
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6 - Infants Baptizing proved lawfull by the Scriptures. 


and none of them are excluded from intereft in the Covenant, but firft 
all are included in the ourward grace of che Covenant ver/-4, all ifrac- 
| lires,to whom pertained the adoption and che glory and che Covenanrand 
| the Promiles : Secondly, Some are excluded che invilible grace of the Co- 
venancby the fecret countell of divine preterition,as others were included 
by election, ver/.6,11. all waich further confirmes and clecres whatl & 
have {aid ; and both parts of the Covenant ar¢ free grace, even the out- 
ward, P/al.147.19,20.. God thews his word, ttacutes and judgements to 
I/rael,he hathpor dealt fo with others. 
Ob. Itis objected by one, That this Promife is made to Abraham, not 
as any believer,but as a perfon chofen by God freely. 
Sol, To’which antwer, That which fs {poken to Abraham as 
liever, ts cominon to all believers, becaulefthey all are fubjeéts capable ot | 
it, chey all are perlons chofen by God freely, aad have the fame hand of 77 
faith to receive ic; and chereis nocoloyrctoaflert, thac God is not the | 
God of every believer as well as of Abraham,or that che children of every 
believer are not beloved for their fathers fake as well as Abrabam: 
And itisa Promife made,noc fo believers as a f{pecies, but co individuals, 
beleevers as acted with faith. The Promifes of God are not notions, nor 
| predicable ofuniyerlals, bat aCtuall, but whatloever generall Promife is 
made co any manasa believer, is made, intended and applicable co all, ro 
_ every,to any believer. That they are beloved for the fathers fake, is true 

of every believers children as well as of A>rabams, for if the roorebe hos 
| ly fo are the branches, Rom.11.16,28. though fome of them be broken | 
off oy perfonall undeliete, as it was with dbrabams feed, verf.17. 
And that God doth fometimes make particular promies of particular | 


grace ( which is not applicable ro all believers ) co ome perlons that be- 
lieve, is norhing materiall or pertinent to this queition, as che Promile to 
Prineas conceruing the Prieithood, Nwm.25.13, andchePromileof the 

Keyes to Peter, Adat.16.17,18,19. For Promile to Phineas was 
i mot made to him as a zealous man, for then ic would have beencom:non =| 
| co all zelors ( though God rooke occafion from his zeale, and in reward 
thereof to make chat Promife uaro him ) but Gad made itunto-himasa 
Pricft, in which refpect only he was capable of ir, and by che macter i 
i felteappeares ic Was peculiar and not comimon; bar to be the God of his 
Beau people's common and communicable to all believers as our Promife now | 
queltion ; fo far are thefe cafes from fimilitude, as theyhavenorefem- 
blance, And fo the Proiiule to Peser as noc of a thing 

| | CVCTS» 


| 
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Infants Rifticile proved lawfull by the Scriptures. 


though made to Peter, is applicable ro all Mindters of the Gofpell, and 
# common to the reft of the Apoftles. And whether the inferring of fuch 
© inftances to prove the promife in queftion to be a peculiar of Abrahame, 
© be not cavilling rather then candid arguing or feeking the truth, let the 
Reader judge. | 

it isapparantly a like meere cavill, to fay that J/4.59.20,21. is 
notapplicable to all believers,and all times, becaufe the Apoltle, Rowm.11. 
» 26. applies ir to the Pewes; for by the context of the originall place, it 
fagenerall promife, made exprefly and extended to all to whom the Re- 
| deemer fhallcome, and the applying thereof to the Pewes, a branch only 
. © of them to whom hecajne, is fo far trom limiting it, as applying animal 
_ rationale to fobn to prove hima man, limits itto him alone excluding all 


/ tion, and declares it appliable to them alfo,and upon the fame reaton. 


that love him, is clecrely a Promife to the believer and his children, who 
though not exprefly,yet by the antithefis of the context comparing it with 
the former verfe, upon which it depends and is inferred, are neceflarily 
included : ‘and it is a Promife to every believer ( as generall as che curfe in 


the former ver{e, which extends to all that hate God ) extending to all 


evers,as the Promife in queflion, but of a matter intrufted unto the Mic 
pifters of the Golpell, and made to Peter as {uch, not as abcliever; and 


other men, when thar inftance confirmesit to all of like cafe and condi- 


And Exod.20 6. That God will ihew mercy to thoulands of them © 


that love him, and not_matter contingent but certaine co them. And fo 


ne Pfal.112.2. The Promife that the feed and generation of chem that feare 
| | the Lord and delight in his Commandements fhall be bleffed, is not made 
4 


t0 Fohm or Thomas only, but in common to all that feare and delight in 
God, and both thefe Promifes are as large as blefledneffe, including Heaven 


Bur it is further faid, That the childrens obedience is alwayes exprefl od 


4 implied, P/a/.103.17,18. 
| That God promifing bleffednefle to my children 4, 
| undertakes their faith and obedience >, without which they cannot be 
“Spiritually blefled., Thefe two are fome of the good things included in 
1 the Promife and Covenant, and performances thereof, and are implied as 
effects, not as Motives or cauics of the promife which is moft freely made 

; The revealed will of God in this Covenant concerning the good of my 
children, is the rule to the Church and me, what to beleeve, hope and im 
pect 


| 


Ob.| 
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All thy chil-. 
dren i) all 
be taughe 
of che Lord, 
b 49.2$« 


I will fave 
thy chil- le 
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Infants bythe Scriptures. 
pe& concerning them, and awhat to doc to.and for chem to prepare and.en- 
| ter them (as much as in us lies ) into and:for the whole good of this 
| Promuife. The fecret counfell of God how. my children fhall proye inthe 
not to.us, isno,rulg for us to walk by towards them till it be 
 gevealed. And Promife holdsioyt unto us; Firlt, A ground comfor- 
os) + tably to believe and hope shat God: will fulfill the whole of the Covenant 
4G HH unto them, whence we have as cleere a ground co expect their {piricuall as 
their tomporall andupon thispromife we may ground.a prayer of 

faith for both forhe children, Secondly, This Promife binds us toufe 
in faith all meanes that chechjldren are,capable of for the intereffingof 

them in the good of this Covenant, and among other to baprife them.” In- 

| fants arecapable of grace, tofach belongs the copra Heaven, and 
: for ought we know, the Spirit hath fanctified the believers children, and 

from this promife we have ground to hope chatitisfo, they being within 

it exprefiely ; and this Covenant gives.them.a right to:the feale of it ; and 

iy this revealed will is the rule by, which the Church and we. are to judge, 

leaving fecret things to(God; andtherefore without incurring the guilt 
ot infidelitv,and breach of.the command included in this promufe of uf 
meapes, and withour.manifeft injury tothe children, and contempt an 
| fighting of this grea¢amercy and .kindnefle expreffed.and affured in this 
2) Goyenant to believers,ngi ther theC nusch nor they can withhold Baptifme 
_. Hence it appeares, that this Objection is caft inimpertinently, to trou, 
ble che cleere waters of this {weet Promife, and Weaken our faith in it. 
Whar God. hath undertaken being his-;work.and:not ougs )--we are to 
seft upon his truch andfaichtulneffe it, and nor trouble 
out hearts orheads abog: ic,bur doing eur, duties believe in his-truth reveas 
led, and {ubmict to his {overaignty ( the exercife whereof is unknown unto 
as) when he thallreveale it, crue chat the election only obtaines the 
: invilible grace of chis promife (asthe Apoftle faith of Abrahams feed } 
bun whacusshartous beforeGod manifdits who are in his election and 
Whoe,not; Treughtnet.( being {ecret ) to.mpeach our faith in, chis Pro, 
mifeynor Withhold ps from ufing all meanes to our children for phe obtai- 

| 


- 


ning of hat grace. | 
Irisfurther objected, That Baptifme requires a {piricuall ufe, and chil, 
dren cannoc make {uch {pirituall ule of it,and by experienec it is cleere,thag 
many baptiiedin Intancy,afterdenyit. 
which] anfwer, That che fpirituall ufe of Baptifme is either by the 
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| Spirit of God, anc chat thatis done in the children of believers,, we have 


from this Covenant good ground to beleeve; or by the-Church and pa- 
rents in bringing the children unto this ordinance in faith, whichis done 
the right adminiftration of it, or laftly by the children them({el ves, who 
being paffive in ordinance,.it is pot neceffary that-at. prefent they ex- 


. the fruits of it in any ate of theirs, no more then in circumci- | 


n; buc chis is to be beleeved and expetted, that God-who hath promi- 


fed will prodiice it intime. And though it-fall our rhat fome denie their 


‘Baptifme afterwards:as fome did their ¢ireumeifion, that is not material} 
inthis queftion, being and therefore not confiderable in the difpen- 
fation of the-ourward vilible’grace and priviledges of this Govenant 
which fuch children have. Covenant-right unto; Which alfo-is by this 
further manifefted, that though many of them that receive Baptiline,at 
full age after deny it, and declare by cheir apoftacy that they are in the gall 
‘of bigterneffe and bond of iniquity as Simon Magus, yet that hinders not 
-the Church to admunitter Baptifme co others of full age, upon their pro- 
tefiion of faith and repentance, For we are to watke I the revealed will 
of God, and not be bindred by future events, Which being fecret, are tobe 


deft and réferred to God. And we are incon-aged foto doe in the cafe in 


queftion,not only from the Covenant ef God, bat al(o from the experience 


of his gratious performance thereof, who hath made good this promife to 


the children of beletvers and profefiors in rhe utrermolt ckcent of it, {pe- 


-cially where there hathbeen no fault in the believers, either in not belee- 


ving this gratious promife,or not uling the meanes fanctihed for the obrai- 
ing of the performance of it. > 


furtherobjected, That religions parents have no other priviledge 


concerning their.children chen from the-meanes of knowledge for them 


To which I an{wer, It is plaine by what I have faid, that the Scriptures 


' Speake great and excellent shings of the {eed and generation of the godly, 


which it noronly excludes-the feed of the wicked from, but {peakes fad 
and dreadfull chings ofthem : of the {eed and children of beleevers, the 
holy Scripcures-ceftifte thar Gods cheir God, will cercumeite their hearts 
télove him, pour¢ out his Spirit and blefling upon them, wall {hew mer- 
cies ro thoutands of chem; they fhall be blefled, the promifes belong unto 
chem, and the Kingdemeof Heaven; they areholy, beloved for the Fa- 
thers fake,eec. but of the children of unbelievers, they ipeake no 
but conttarily chat they arecurled God will vific che uniquities of their 
| 5 fathers 
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fathers * npon them unto the third and fourth generation, thar they are by 
 aancleane, thedeed of the ferpent: farre from fafery, 7065.4. God will G 
Ipb taro, Make cheir plagties wonderfull, Dewr.28.59,chc. And by this appeares 
that thereis abroader difference between the children of beleevers and 
4 a ot of unbelcevers,. then that beleevers have the meanes of knowledge for ¥ 
i their children: Befides, many unbeleevers, as Papifts and open profane 
q perfons among us, have the meanes of pan chem: fortheirchildren, and & ,, 
fo between them and the children of beleevgrs is no differente,nor the con- 
dition of the children of beleevers better then of unbeleevers ; Into what ¥ 
7 abotromlefie pit of abfurd opinions dock the fpirit of error hurry men J 
that carne from the truth and forfake it ? | f, 
| ob. Iris further-objected, That this ordin not appointed for chil- 
To which I anfwer, Firft, That God includes the children of beleevers 
+ | “Athy shar inthe Covenant. Secondly, To whom the Covenant belongs the feale ' 
Have be belongs, all Gods Covenants arefealed Covenants, Thirdly, The chil- 
may dren efbeleevers are capable of this deale of the Covenant, being meerely 
sor be pa five in che adinjniltracion of it, both in refpect “of the ourward element 
! fea. and inward erace of it, and it is aftrong ingageiment of them to devote 
| Faveefits themfelves unto God when they attaine difcretion that trom the begin- 
Ming they are confecrared unto God; and have fuch excellent promiles 
ie €fealed unto themyand what then hinders them tobe baptiled ? 
wt and Deas yet further objeéted, Fhat baptifing of children hath no founda- 


them bap» LOwhich I anfwer, There is a two-fold teftimony of Scripture ex- 
preflein rermcs, and thatus not to be had for princepall truths : Se. 
God. Condky, by neceflary cleere deduction ‘from cleere Scriprures ; and {uch 
€2Con71. grounds Scripture abound withall for Pedobaptifme, andiome of them 
bap. Have above opened and cleered. | 


|  Bifime, Jcis further faid ( and butfaid) That Baptifme cannot be adminiftred 


- 
* 


toinfants,as 7 onthe Baprft and rhe Apoitles did adminifter ir. 
| 5 ; Towhich [ anfwer, Thatut may be, and char fufiiceth in an anfwer ex- 
peéting the proofe of the objection bur becanfe defire to drive the ad- 


verfary of this truth owt ef al bis coverts and feeming ftrengths. I an- 
iwer turther, Thac in the adiminiltration. of Baptifme, according to the 
~ infticution of it, and the ufe of it by Zohn and the Apoftles, and others re- 
corded in Scriprares, there are fome things eflentiall and neceffary in all 
ales ; and dome things accidentall chatare not mecc flary nor nfefull in all, 
ina 


4 

r 
* 
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Infants Baptizine proved law full by the Scriptures. rr 
but only in fome cafes. The effentials are three only, firft a Minifter of the | 
Gofpell to adminifter it, Afat.28.19. they only have commillion and au- 
thority for it. Secondly, A en chat hach right unto it, either by his 
own perionall profeflion -fairh and repentance 4, or otherwile, UPON 
whom it is tobe conferred: Thirdly, To baptite in the Name of the Fa- Aas ren 
ther,Sonne and Holy Ghoft. And chat fuch perfonall confeffion is not ne- 
celary, where it is otherwile apparanct the perfon to receive it hath 
right unto it, is plaine by Pobms baptifing of Jetus Chrilt who had Co- 
venant-right unto it, and coulg nor conteffe finne, Mark.t.9. and by 
Ananias baptiling Paw without confeilion of finne or profeilion pf 
faith, Ads st dal God telling him he had aright unto it being his 
chofen veffell, and Peters baptizing the Centurions friends upon whom 
he faw the Holy Gholt in extraordinary gifts to fall without their per- 
fonall contcilions, Ads 10.47. and yet chole extraordinary gifts were 
not certaine evidences of election to eternall lite. And by Paw/s baptifing 
ofall Lydias houthold * meerly upon their fubmitting willingly unto ir, 
withouc diftin& perfonall conteflaons, for ought appeares, and fo the 
Jaylors * houfhold, and Stephanas > his houthold; and it cannot be « 4@.16.37, 
reafonably imagined chat there were no children among them; And 
Cor.10,2. All the children of the //raelires ( being within rhe Cove- | 
nant ) were in the cloude and in thefea as well as thofethat were 
of full age. 

But further objefted, That by what I have faid, children are to 

artake in the Lords Supper alfo,being another feale of the Covenant, and 

by it Infant-Communion may be as {trongly inferred as Infant-Baptifme., « 

~ To which I anfwer, the cafe is wholy unlike and followes not; for coy. | 
there is in the infticution of the Lords Supper required neceflarily andas 
effentiall unto it, {uch things as Intants are not capable of and are not re- 
quired in Baptifme + In Baptilme ( the Sacrament of regeneration ) the 
receiver is paffive both in the oxtward and inward adminiftrations there= 
ef: Burin the Sacrament of the Lords Supper ( the Sacrament of cor- 
roboration aad increafe ) the partaker of it malt be active: An infanc 
cannot examine and judge himfelfe, difcerne the Lords body, doe it in re- 
membrance of Chrift (all exprefly required in the receiver of the Lords 
Supper,1 Cor-11.25,26,28,29,31-) But an Infant can receive the fprink- 
ling of water, and 4s capable of the Spirit of life and grace, and if hebea — 
child of a beleever and member of the vifible Church, nothing in the initi- 
tution of Baptifine excludes him, and the Covenant includes him exprefly 
which is to be fealed by it. B2 some 
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Infants Baprizing proved lamfull by the Scriptures. 
Some other arguments are brought againlt Pedobapri/me, but becaufe 
they are from humane teftimony negatively, ( a way of arguing exploded, 


— by all Logitians ) I will nor milpend pretious time in dealing with them, 
bur leave them as ofno weightor value. But] {hall fubjoyne foe few. 


confiderations. of {ome tarcher abfurdiries and miftakes of rhe opinion of 
thofe that deny Baprifme tothe children af beleeyers, by which che truth. 
in this queftion will more cleerely, appeare.. 

Befides that, by their opinion the children-of beleevers under the Gof-. 
pell are in as bad a cafe as che children of infidels, ftrangers trom the Pro-. 
mifes and Covenant of grace, {trangers from the wombe, which is the 
condition of the wicked, P/4/.58.3. fo ( obferves ) Gods holy, 
lambes thould live like (traies, not marked with his brand, ordained to. 


'diftinguith his from thofe he will not owne ; which is. exprefly againtt. 


the Scriptures, as I have above cleerely.evinced; Bur.they be alio ina. 
worte cafe then the children of rhe Zewes under the law were, they were. 
within the Covenant of grace, and had che feale of Circumcifion, a Sacra-. 
ment, thefame in fubftance with Baptiffne, of the fame {pirituall ule and. 
end, in the place and {tead. whereof Baptifme fucceeds : which is alto, 
Cleercly again{t che’Scriptures, which informe us that better things are re- 


{erved for us under the Gofpell, a berter condition. then they had 


under the Law, Heb.11 40. Yea thechildgen of the Chriftian Jew, are. 
by cheir opinion put in a worfe condition then the children of the Jew be-. 
fore Chrift were in, and yer_they grant them co, be within the taid Pro- 

mile made to Abrabam firft above-mentioned; The children of -the cir-. 
cumcifed Jew might have the feale, but the children of the ¢ hriftian Jew 

may not; whereby the comming of Chrilt is made toturne to the ditpa- 

ragement of the children of the Chriftian J:wes, ta depole them trom the 
hereditary dignity they had under the Law, contrary co the Scriptures, 
Heb.7.1y,22. & .6. whichteftitie, chac Chrift Jefus hath broughr usa 
better hope,a betrer reftament,and his Myniltery co be more excellent,and 
eftablifhed upon better promifes.. 

Secondly, Thefe men would have the Church and the Minifters of 
Chrift refute,and refufe to bleffe thole whom Jelus Chrift himfelte in per-. 
fon received, embraced and bleffed, as thofe. co whom the Kingdome of. 
Heaven belonged contrary to the Scriptures, Ephe/.5,1. Be 
ot God as, dgare children; and the Scriptures call upon the children of; 
the Church, even thofe that fuck thebrelts to partake in the extraordinary, 
dutics of the Church,namely fafts, Poe/.2,16, Exra for which they, 


are more unfit then for att | Thirdly, 
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Baptizing proved lawfull by the Scriptures. 13 


Thirdly, Thefe men breake the conftant rule of right interpretation 
and conitruction. to fupport their fancy ; The Scriptures are one intire . | 
body of truth, 7ob 17.17. Thy word is truth, and thereforeconftru@ion — 7 | 
sh not be made by fraction upon any part of it, touching any queftion 
aifed out of it alone, but upon all matters concerning it compared toge- 

 ther,and:therefore we are to fearch the Scriptures, and compare {pirituall 

things with {pirituall things, Take all the holy Scriptures together con- ive 
heerning Sacraments, and it cleerely appeares chat when God inftitured | 

them.in his Church, he declared his mind, that the children of the Church it 

fhould be partakers of them, as Gen.17.7,10. of Cireumcifion, the Sacra a 

ment then of initiation and regeneration; and of the Pafleover, Exod.12. 

16,47. the then Sacrament of edification, every foule in the houfe, all the aru : 

Congregation were to eate it. After by the Gofpell in the inftitution of. : 

Bapti{me,there is no change made,fave only in the ourwardelement, Wae i 

ter wafhing,for the fore-skins citcumcifing, no word of altering the per- 

fons.to. partake init, as appeares exprefly, 704.1.33. God fent to. 
baptife with water; Here the elemenc and ourward matter of the Sacra-. | 

ment of regeneration is altered, bur no more by the infticution, no word. q 

of altering the perfons, {0 as they remaine as before, to be determined by TR. 

the generall rule at.firft;common to ail Sacraments: But in the inftitu- 

tion of che Lords Supper, there isunade not only a change of the ourward. 

matter,bur alfo an alreration and limitation of the perfons,ar d children ex- : 

cluded,and all chat examine not and judge themfelves,and ditcerne nor che. 

Lords body ; Certainely if the Lord had intended any alteration or re- 

feraint of perfons in the inftirution of Bapuiline, he would have {poken i; 

out,as he doth in the in{titution of the Lords Supper ; and his filence there 

in may fatisfie any fober fpirit thag it never came inco his mind. 
But thefe men looke anly upon the actuall difpentation of this Sacra-, 
ment of Baptifme by the Baprift, and by che Apoities upon perions of fall 
age exprefly recorded, and mot upon the rules of the Scriptures compared 
as afore-{aid, nor doe they confider the reafon and rule of chofe practifes, 
lc appeares exprefly that thole recorded practiles were profelites,, 
new converts added tothe Church,and newly brought to che faith of the 

Gofpell, and with them they proceeded by che rule concermg profelites, 

{er downe Exek.47.2% they gave chem aporction in theinhericance of. . 

the Church,and made them partakers of: the priviledges thereof ; can any, 


de hence, that they ancended hereby cto difleite the children of ¢ 
ned to di 7 a and divelt chem of the Covenant or feale to, 


which - 


Ob. 


Sol 
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Infants Baptizing proved lawfull by the Scriptures. 


which they were borne? Certainly no:There is enough in the Covenant of 
erace and priyiledges of the Church for borh, the natives and theftranger, 
that by his profeffion and converfion is added to the Church:To preach te 
infidels before they be baprifed is neceflary, becaufe elfe afeale is put to a 
blanck, but to baptife the infants of beleevers,is to put the feale co the Co. 
venant,as much as it is to baptife profetiors of full age, fuch infants having 
the faine right as profcflors. Thee men cleerely erre by not obferving the 
ditference becween natives of che Church, and thofe chat are forreiners 
and {trangers to be received into che Church: and by not conferring the 
whole body of the Scriptures concerning Sacraments,te find our the mind 
of God in this bufinefle ; what is the ground whereupon the Church under 
the Golpell receives women to partake in the Supper of che Lord, for 
which they have neither precept nor example in the new Teltament, no 
more then we have for Infant-baprifme? Certainly none but that God 
commanded their partaking in the Patleover *, and chereby declared them 
to be perfons to whom he would have Sacraments admunittred sf they 
were capable thereof, and of this they ate capable,and nothing in the new 
in{titttion and alceration induced by rhe Gofpell excludes them. 

Bur fome object turcher, That there is an exprefle declaration of Gods 
will concerning perfons in the baptifme, Afat.28.19. Goe 


reach all nations baptifing trom whith they inferre, that none 


are to be bapriled bur chole that are taught, and therefore only perions of 


dilcretion. | 


To which I anfwer, That cleerely he ; is no inftitution of Baptufme 
which was infticuted long before, 7o4.1.3%. God fent the Baprilt to 
baprife with water, and Jetus Chrift chacgave this command, was him- 
felte before this baprifed, AZar.3.16. and the Apottles to whom he {pake 
this had baprited before,7 05.4.2. Secondly,It cannot be intended chat thefe 
two duties of the Mimiteriall othee, preach and baptile fhould be infepe- 
rable,in regard of the perions in whom they determine; that the fame per- 
fons that partake not m the one, fhould not be partakers of the other, or 
that thole that partake in the one, fhould neceflarily partake in che other. 
f ohn baptifed Jelus Chrift though he did not preach unto him;and it is ap- 


parantly ablurd, chat Minifters mutt bupcife all chey preach unto whether 


they receive theit preaching or not;and it is as myniteitly abfurd, that Mi- 

miters mult deny baprifmeto chem that by the word have nght unto it,be- 
caute they have not preached unto them, for tt 1s the right unto it,not prea- 
ching to them, that determines to whom it is to be gtven, and {uch _— 
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Infants Baptizing proved lewfull by the Scriptures, 15 


) fition is to be made of Scripture, and of all writings as ablurditie may be 
avoided. Thirdly, The ctruefente and {cope of this place of Scripture is 
j plainly no more, but firit romlarge the Apoftlescominiflion which was 
them before, AZate10.5. toall nations ; at firlt limited to the loft 
» dheep of the houle of J/rae/, and fecondly to injoyne them to attend prin- 
§ apally and with great care and heed the two principall duties of their of - 
fice,preaching the word, and adminittring the Sacraments, and whotoever 
> extends it further,apparantly wrongs and abutes it, 
Icisfurcher objected, That the words, Afat.28,19. where the Apoltles 
| arecommanded ra teach and bapti/e allnations, in the originall congue 
import, that they were to bapufe none bue whoin they made difciples ;- 
| and then Infants are excluded. | 
To which! an{wer, The words upon which this cavill and critici{me is So. 
grounded are two, the one tranflated ( * reach ) which they would have to * vay. 
meane (make‘difciples ) and pretend that it ought to be fo tranflated, and Tl our. 
the other is(thems ) which is of the Matculine gender,and cannot in Gram- 
maticall con{truction agree with the word Nations going before,being of 
the Neuter gender, and therefore mult reter to the word difciples,unplied 
in the Verbe ulually tran{lated ( teach: ) In both which it feems to me 
very evident,thar they are greatly (if not wilfully ) miltaken. 
For though the word may fignihe toteach and to make difciples alfo, 
yet by the fubject maccer which 1t is here taken and ufed co exprefle,it mult 
be here taken for the firft, and not for the other: becaufe ro make dilci- 
ples was not in the power of the Apoftles ( upon whom this command 
lay ) it being the peculiar of God? to frame the heart cofubinit UNIO, CN= « Plalyog. 
tertaine and embrace the Apoftles reaching, and to caft chem into the 
forme and obedience of ityand fo to make them difeiples, but to teach,and 
thereby endeavour as muchas in thein lay to make difciples, was in theit 
power and duty, and is all the whole of the meaning of the word here, aol | 
therefore properly and rightly rendred reach, and not co make ditciples. ds snierpree 
It is evermore the fafe way to make expofition of the words of the Scrip (ews: 
ture, not according to our fancy, 


d 

ro wrelt them to the opinion We take UP, dam mae 
but according to the matter an 
appearing in the context thereof. 


d meaning of the Scriptures themiclyes, 
And tor the word [7 hem. | though Nations in Grammatical conf{tru- cuTug. 
Sion cannot be the Subftantive unto it, (the Evangelilt in changing the 
gender following, not the letter but che fenfe of the word nations ) yet , Ar 
* men (that were co be baptifed ) a word comprehenfive of all ages and 24" | 


flexes ) 
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16 Infants Baptizing proved lawfull by the Scriptures: 

| fexes, and underftood in the text, malt be che Subftamtive unto it, rather 
Anti then © difciples, which is only of the Mafculine gender in the original! 
las spore, tongue, and excludes women from Baptifine contrary to the Scriptures, 


aSwopise ( which exprefly mention the baptizing of Lydia. ) 


By which appeares,that this text according to the matter and true pro- 
per meaning of it, is thus in fubitance: Goe teach all nations endeayour to 
make them difciples, and baptile every man of what age or fex foever thar § 
have rizht to chat Sacrament. : 


The {cope of the text, is to inlarge the Apo tles commiffion, and there- 

fore the words of ic are to be expounded in che moit large, liberall and 

. comprehentivefente that the holy Scriprures concerning Sacraments ta- 
» ken cogether will beare, and are not to be reftrained co the objectors erro- 


cous Conceit, Which limits the glorious grace of the holy one of //rac/, 


Ob. 


Sol, 


and rcitraines it to the great diihonour thereot,and prejudice of his people. 

Iris furcher objected, That Lotin dbmabams tune was a beleever,and 
yet was not within the {aid Covenant to Abraham nor circuincifed. 

To which 1 antwer, God made three feverall Covenants to -4orabam, 
Gen.17-, The arit, chat he thould be Facher of many N ations, ver/4~ 
The ieconnd, tcobehis God, &c. wer/7. The third, co give him and his 
feed the land of Canaan, ver,,8. The tirft Covenant is peculiar ro Chnift, 
and eMbérsbam as his Father, Ga/.3.8,14,16,17. The fecond Proinile is 
coinmon 00 al! beleevers with Abraham (as Lhave proved ) even co Loe. 

And the third Promufe Was a peculiar of Aérabams naturall feed, as ap- 
pearesiniticlfe. 

And tor Circumeifion, there was a {peciall reafon why Lot had it not, 

_expreily fer forth in the text, namely for chat it was reltrained vy God to | 
Abraham and his naturall feed, and fuch as were among them, Gez.17,. 
10. foas none Were to partake thereot but the Zews and fuch as did live 
amoag them and adjoyae unco them, though they were believers : They 
being appointed to be che*Church to whoin the oracles of God were coin- 
mitted, Xom.3.2. tll the Meiliah came, upon whofe breaking downe of 
the partition wall, the firit Promife was accomplilhed, and Abrahars 
made heire of che world, Rom.4.13. 


FINIS. 


} 
| 
} 
2 
a 
J 
| | 
i 4 
’ 
| | 
‘ 
a 
‘ 
$ 
| 
‘4 
4 
¢ 
4 
a 


A Heavenly 32 


ALLE 


J Glory be toGodon High, Peace on = 


Good will towards Men. 


Ie was good news, is, and everwillbe. 

expected returne of the many 
publike and private Humsiliations of the noe 


people of God. 4 
All which will by his bleffing cre dong ,be curried 
into dayes of great praife and aes Be 

and prove a fatall fcourge to rai- BR 
_ terous blafphemous Tongues as 
Aulicus, &c. 
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